EDITORI

The Means to Manage

As readers of Storm Water Solutions, you and your

A

peers consistently communicate funding and budgets
to be top-tier industry concerns. Nationally, we face
an enormous gap—tens of billions of dollars and
growing—between the money needed for and that
actually being invested in storm water infrastructure.
Much of this backlog stems not from ignorance or
apathy, but from the sheer availability of funds. Some
utility groups face more hurdles than others based on
their geography, facility conditions, level of taxpayer

support and the like, but in today’s ultra-competitive
public funding environment, securing a slice of the
storm water dollars pie is no picnic for anyone.

I must, however, echo the sentiments of the author of this issue’s funding
article (page 9): This storm water funding gap will not bridge itself. If it is
not addressed now, then when? And if it is not industry professionals addressing
it, then who?

It is not your imagination—traditional loan and grant opportunities are
dwindling. But rather than sitting back and accepting this fact, which will only
exacerbate financial and infrastructure challenges, explore alternative options for
funding new construction, upgrades, inspections and maintenance.

The aforementioned funding article outlines several ideas, including revenue
bonds, sales tax allocations and fees. I have said it before and will state it here
again: I am an advocate for well introduced, executed and applied storm water
utility fees. They are becoming more commonplace and in many places better
accepted for good reason. No matter which route your group takes to collect the
means for managing storm water needs, reach out to your peers for advice, success
stories, resources and partnership opportunities that can help jumpstart plans and
keep them on track.

Generating and sustaining storm water funding today is all about being
proactive and thinking outside the box. This type of attitude and approach is
the only way to begin improving storm water infrastructure while closing the
industry’s funding gap—not to mention to pass along adequate infrastructure and
a more manageable to-do list for future generations.

S

Caitlin Cunningham, managing editor
ccunningham@sgcmail.com

Coming up in SWS ...
2011-2012 Source Book

On the Web

Gain quick, easy access to Industry
Links important to the work of storm
water and erosion control professionals.
Www.estormwater.com

Linked [T}).

Join SWS on LinkedIn:
www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=1982059

e State of the Industry Report

¢ Products/Services Directory

e Supplier Directory
e Storm Water Management
* Erosion & Sediment Control Like Storm Water Solutions on Facebook.

Follow us on Twitter @SWSmag.

L

LETTER

STORM WATER

S OL UTIONS

Scranton Gillette Communications, Inc.
3030 W. Salt Creek Ln. #201, Arlington Heights, IL 60005
tel: 847.391.1000 fax: 847.390.0408

EDITORIAL STAFF
Editorial Director (Water) Neda Simeonova

Editorial Director (Roads) Bill Wilson
Managing Editor Caitlin Cunningham
Associate Editor Rebecca Wilhelm
Associate Editor Elizabeth Lisican
Associate Editor Kate Cline

Designer Jason Kenny

SALES
National Integrated Media Consultant

Larry Scott
Iscott@sgcmail.com © 480.941.0510 x22

Advertising Manager Shirley Marcinko

Reprint Coordinator Adrienne Miller
amiller@sgemail.com

List Rental Contact John Ganis
914.368.1024

MANAGEMENT
Associate Publisher Greg Tres
gtres@sgecmail.com © 480.941.0510 x15

VP Custom Publishing & Creative Services
Diane Vojcanin

VP Events Harry Urban
VP Information Technology Joel Hughes
Director of Audience Development Doug Riemer
Creative Services Director Sandi Stevenson
CORPORATE
Chairperson K.S. Gillette
President/CEO E.S. Gillette
Sr. Vice President Ann O'Neill
Chairman Emeritus H.S. Gillette (1922-2003)

WATER & WASTES
DIGEST ROADS & BRIDGES
VP/Group Publisher VP/Groug Publisher
Dennis Martyka Rick Schwer
Associate Publisher Publisher

Greg Tres Ryan Hanson

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Bob Andoh, Ph.D.
Hydro Intl.

Joseph G. Battiata, P.E.
Center for Watershed Protection Inc.
Stephen M. Benz, P.E., LEED AP
Sasaki Associates Inc., U.S. Green Building Council

John Gleason, P.E., CPESC
JCG Consulting

Shirley D. Morrow, CPESC, CISEC
ABC's of BMP's

John Moll
CrystalStream Technologies, SWEMA

Craig Beatty
KriStar Enterprises Inc., SWEMA

WWW.ESTORMWATER.COM e 5



